DISCIPLESHIP: BEGINNINGS!

PEACE!
At Christmas time, people sing a carol that tells us about 'peace on earth and goodwill toward men'.  We are told that this is a time of peace, but in looking around at what's going on in the world, we wonder, because there seems little, if any, evidence of it.
Jesus tells us in Jh.l4:27 that he is the one who gives us real peace, which is "not like the world gives."  This peace is with God, and because of it, we come to know peace with, and within, ourselves.

It is found only in wholeheartedly receiving, completely believing, and banking everything on the truth and power of the Word of God, as fully revealed in Jesus Christ, who conquered sin, and set us free from its power and control in our lives, which it had through its allies, the world, and the flesh. (Jh.l6:33)
As for a worldly, natural type peace, Jesus said, "Don’t think that I’ve come to bring peace on earth; I haven’t come to bring peace, but a sword; for I’ve come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man's foes will be those of his own household.” (Matt.10:34-37)

The peace which Jesus brings is a complete reconciliation, a state of being at complete peace, with God, and we’re told about this in Col.1:19-20 & Rom.5:1. Lay those words up in your heart.

We see in the Word that those who truly believe God are the ones on whom his favor or grace rests, the ones with whom he is pleased. (Luk.2:14, Heb.11:5-6)

We’re also told that while we still live in this world, as disciples of the Word of God, we can expect nothing but trouble. (Jh.l6:33 & 15:18-21)  But if, instead of being worried and anxious about such things, we bring all our problems and difficulties to God, remembering at all times his complete faithfulness to his Word in our lives, and wholeheartedly thanking him for his goodness, then his peace will flood our souls. (Phil.4:6-7)
If we will set our minds and hearts to lovingly obey and treasure his royal law, the law of love, then we will know great and perfect peace.  What a marvelous prospect! (Jas.2:8, Ps.ll9:165, Is.26:3)
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